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Chapter 82 School Bus Driver Fitness Deter mination

05 Department of Education
071 Commissioner of Education

Chapter 82  School Bus Driver Fitness Determination

Summary: These regulations provide the criterdHe Commissioner of Education to certify to
the Secretary of State that school bus drivers haetethe medical requirements to operate a
school bus.

SECTION 1. PURPOSE
1. The purpose of this rule is to certify bus driviemdss and provide a process to determine
that school bus drivers are healthy enough to wakiform the demanding job of a

school bus driver and keep our State’s roads safe.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

1. Commercial motor vehicle is defined by 29-A M.R§SL01(17).

2. School bus is defined by 29-A M.R.S. § 2301(5).

3. School bus operator, also known as school buswliszdefined by 29-A M.R.S. § 2303.

SECTION 3. MINIMUM SCHOOL BUS DRIVER REQUIREMENT

1. Employed licensed school bus drivers shall passnanial school bus medical
examination and submit a current and complete obplyeir annual physical exam report
to their employer.

2. School bus drivers shall be examined by a licemsedical examiner registered with the

U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Federal di@arrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) National Registry of Certified Medical Exarars. A list of local Certified
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Medical Examiners is available on the U.S. DOT FMO$ational Registry of Certified
Medical Examiners website.

School bus driver medical examinations shall bedooted using the most current U.S.
DOT FMCSA Medical Examination Report Form (also wmaoas the “U.S. DOT
physical exam”). The most current form and ingiors are located on the U.S. DOT
FMCSA website.

A. Maine school bus driver medical examination reparésvalid for one year from the
date of completion even though the federal exarartdprm states that the exam is
valid for two years.

B. School bus driver physical examination reportsidf@acompleted within three
months of submittal to an employer or the BureaMofor Vehicles.

School bus drivers shall provide evidence that fheessed a criminal history record
check.

A. School bus drivers shall provide a copy of theimanal history record check
(CHRC) approval card to their employer when empibgrd to the Maine Bureau of
Motor Vehicles when applying for a new commerciaitan vehicle license.

SECTION 4. COST OF SCHOOL BUS DRIVER MEDICAL EXANATIONS

1.

The employer shall pay the cost of annual schosldrsiver medical examinations.

SECTION 5. MINIMUM MEDICAL EXAMINER REQUIREMENTS

1.

3.

Medical examiners shall be registered with the ST FMCSA National Registry of
Certified Medical Examiners to conduct school brigedt medical examinations. A list
of local Certified Medical Examiners is available the U.S. DOT FMCSA National
Registry of Certified Medical Examiners website.

Medical examiners shall record school bus drivedics examination results and answer
all questions on the most current U.S. DOT FMCSAIMal Examination Report Form
(also known as the “U.S. DOT physical exam”). hmest current form and instructions
are located on the U.S. DOT FMCSA website.

When medical examiners require direction on drimedical qualifications they shall
refer to the current U.S. DOT FMCSA regulations@mmercial Motor Vehicle driver

Page 2 of 4



05-071

physical qualifications. Qualifications for diffamt medical conditions are available on
the U.S. DOT FMCSA website.

Medical examiners may issue a medical examinerticate for less than 12 months if
they determine that it is necessary to monitor dioa condition.

Medical examiners shall furnish a copy of the maldéxam results to the person who
was examined.

In Maine a school bus driver medical examinatiovnakd for one year even though the
federal medical examination is valid for two years.

The medical examination shall have been conduct#dnithree months of report to the
Bureau of Motor Vehicles when a driver is a fiigté¢ applicant for a school bus driver
CMV license and to employers when a driver is empgdibas a school bus driver. The
report shall be complete.

SECTION 6. RECORDS THAT CERTIFY BUS DRIVER FITISE FOR DUTY

1.

2.

A complete written record of the FMCSA Medical Exaation Report Form signed by a
licensed medical examiner that is registered Wwiehw.S. DOT FMCSA National
Registry of Certified Medical Examiners certifi@sthe Secretary of State that the driver
meets the medical requirements to operate a stiusol

A complete criminal history record check confirnigdthe Maine Department of
Education Certification Office certifies to the $tary of State that a school bus driver
applicant meets moral requirements to operate @ostius.

Employer annual school bus driver Medical ExamoratReports certify that employed
school bus drivers meet annual medical requirenfen29-A M.R.S. § 2303(1)(C).

Employer annual training records provide certifieatthat employed school bus drivers
meet minimum annual school bus driver training nements for 29-A M.R.S. §
2303(1)(C) and Code of Maine Regulations (05-071RCGhapter 81).

SECTION 7. RECORDS RETENTION

1.

School bus drivers shall file a complete and adeurapy of their Medical Examination
Report with their employer annually and carry adrabpy of their medical card (also
known as a “DOT medical card”).
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2. Employers of school bus drivers shall maintain menitial current and complete copies
of annual school bus driver Medical Examination &&pand present these documents to
the Department for review, upon request, along witttatement of compliance for each

school bus driver.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S. § 2311 and 20-A.R.S. § 540(17)
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